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German immigrants heavily settled many areas of Montana, but the memories 
of how, why and who are quickly dissipating. A professor of German at the 
University of Montana has been researching the state's German immigration and 
is teaching a course on it this quarter.
Gertrud Lackschewitz, a native of Gelsenkirchen, West Germany, who has 
lived in Montana since 1960, said the first half of the course will cover the 
highlights of German immigration to America for the past 300 years. The second 
half of the course will be on the settlement and ethnic activities of Germans 
in Montana.
The course also includes the unique history of the Hutterites and their 
communal settlements in eastern Montana since World War II.
Lackschewitz said many people are surprised to learn that before World War I 
Montana's German communities had German-language newspapers and extensive clubs 
and church groups. A statewide suppression of German ethnic activities during 
and after the war wiped out all but a few traces of German heritage.
The professor, who is planning to write a book on the subject, wants her 
students to investigate topics in German ethnic activity and settlement as part 
of their course work Iqefore even the traces disappear.
Persons interested in taking the course may continue to sign up through 
Jan. 25. It will be offered at 4 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays in Liberal 
Arts Building Room 146. It is listed as Foreign Languages and Literatures or 
Humanities course number 320, "The German American," for three credits.
For more information call Lackschewitz at 243-4102 or 243-2401.
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